During the first half of the nineteenth century, Presbyterian evangelicals in the Church of Scotland and the Synod of Ulster, the largest Presbyterian grouping in Ireland, wanted to return their churches to the Reformed theology, Presbyterian ecclesiology, and missionary activism of the Scottish Reformations. They stressed their commitment to Calvinist evangelicalism and had increasingly decided views on church-state relations and their duty to defend religious principle in the political arena. They held that the state had a duty to uphold true religion, that Christ alone was the head of the Church, and that the church had 'spiritual independence' from state interference. It was the tension between these principles, and the state's assault on spiritual independence, which led to the Disruption of the Church of 
In order to trace these various themes, this article is divided into three sections. The first provides a discussion of the eighteenth-century context and the revival of Presbyterian historiography in the early nineteenth century. Special attention will be devoted to the work of the Scottish policy, and delicacy of feeling in the assistance they furnished; of cordiality without officiousness, and zeal without indiscretion, which looks well on the pages of history, and which we trust will be imitated in our own day by our future Assemblies.' Presbyterian struggle for freedom against prelacy, arbitrary government, and oppression, and easily conflated the story of the Covenanters with that of the Glorious Revolution. He ended his sermon in millennial language with a call to Presbyterians in Scotland and Ireland to support one another 'as in former times' so that 'amidst our contendings against error, and our efforts to advance the truth, we shall remember each other before the throne of grace, and remain united under the same banner, until all nations shall enjoy a lasting jubilee, being subject to the Prince of Peace'. perform certain marriages because they were not episcopally ordained. 52 This concern with the Puseyite threat to Presbyterian rights was reinforced by the problems confronting the Society soon had auxiliaries all over Scotland, except in Glasgow which had its own Glasgow Protestant Laymen's Association. The Scottish Reformation Society was founded against the backdrop of a desire for united action, yet it was never a mass movement and there were 57 Ibid., i. 5-6; ii. 76-7. 58 Coleman, 'Double-life of the Scottish past', 180-6. The tercentenary commemoration in August was an international event, yet the majority of the speakers at the Edinburgh meeting were from the Free Church. According to Coleman, there 'could be no more profound declarations of the centrality of the Scottish Reformation to the constitutional freedoms of Victorian Britain than those made at this event. It was at the Scottish Reformation that the principles of constitutional monarchy that made Britain great had first been articulated, principles that were now victorious and universal, and whose essence must be maintained if the British nation was to remain true to its constitutional history.' 69 Reflecting upon the meeting, the Caledonian Mercury noted that the Reformation had been celebrated 'in a manner worthy of Scotland … and in a way that has demonstrated to the thousands who were privileged to attend the meetings that the spirit which three hundred years ago gained for mankind the first fruits of civil and religious liberty is still alive in many lands, and that moral, social, personal, and political freedom can only be conserved to man by adherence to the truth as revealed in the Word of God.' The editorial was excited that the publication of the proceedings would inform the public about how the Italy, Hungary, and Poland where 'the peoples have been either plunged into cruel bondage or subjected to the ever-recurring miseries and terrors of revolution, anarchy, and despotism'.
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The proceedings edited by James Aitken Wylie were published by the end of the year. There was, first, the principle of national independence -the Crown of Scotland not subject to any other Crown; 2d., the principle of the Reformation, the Bible above the Church, and above all human authority; 3d., the principle of the Covenanters, conscience above the King; 4th the principle of the Revolution -the King must reign according to law.' 74 The United
Presbyterians rejoiced in the common principles of the Reformation but claimed that the Secession and Relief churches were the only denominations to fully uphold the principles of the Reformation -'the spiritual nature of the Church of Christ', 'its absolute independence of control or support by the civil power', the 'exclusive and universal right' of church members to choose their own office holders, and their obligation to voluntarily support the clergy and missionary activity. 75 The Irish General Assembly also set aside 20 December as a day of thanksgiving and recommended that 'the ministers of this Church on that day to call special attention to the aspects of the times in connexion with the movements of the Papacy'. 76 The 
